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I already identified the root cause of many American ills as the incompetence of the 

American political system (www.west-east-international.com/doc/Cancer.pdf), and proposed a solution 
(www.west-east-international.com/doc/USAstruct.pdf), with 1-term (e.g. 6 years) for the Presidency being the 
core. This article will further support my position. 

 
The American political system today is fundamentally flawed for two main reasons: 
(1) Representation: Democracy requires participation. Unfortunately, the majority 

oftentimes remains silent and the most vocal are heard most. Who are the most vocal? 
Various special interest groups (e.g. the unions)! Who are totally voiceless? The 
future generations! Still wondering why & how we have piled up the huge debts on 
their back? Wonder not - They have no representation in our system! Our politicians 
care more about the next election than about the next generations! President Obama 
cares more about his re-election than about anything else! 

(2) Constitution: We live in a world of changes, but our Constitution has hardly changed 
over the past 200+ years. Is this a virtue or incompetence? To me, one big change is 
long overdue: set 1-term (e.g. 6 years) for the Presidency. 

 
American politics is said to have checks & balances. What are the ultimate checks & 

balances against the kind of extreme democracy in America today? Dictatorship 
(www.lorencollins.net/tytler.html)! Before we surrender to this destiny, let’s try a better solution: 
set the American Presidency to be 1-term (e.g. 6 years). Here are two main reasons: 

(1) A President limited by 1-term is the closest to a dictator America needs today! This, 
together with some term-limits for Congress (preferably 1-term of 6 years too), will 
give democracy another chance to work before the Chinese system prevails. 

(2) History shows that with the burden of re-election, a President could be reckless, trying 
to get re-elected at any cost, to such an extreme recently that presidential politics 
seemed to have played a huge role in the wars (e.g. Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya).  In 
that sense alone, a democratically elected President is no better than a dictator! 

 
One legitimate concern, as expressed to me by former House Speaker Hastert (www.west-east-

international.com/doc/Hastert.pdf), is this: 6 years may be too long to get rid of a bad President. This 
problem is unique in America, as the statutory requirements for the Presidency are virtually 
nonexistent. For example, Senator Obama had no executive experience of running anything, 
not even a candy shop, and his resume was not good enough to run any American company. 
Yet he won the popularity contest of the American Presidency! Now, has President Obama 
spent enough of your grandchildren’s money to buy your vote for his re-election? 

 
In addition to 1-term, we must raise the statutory requirements for the Presidency, such as 

being a full-term governor and age 55+. That way, an American President can be as 
experienced as many other world leaders, such as China’s (www.west-east-international.com/doc/PolSys.pdf). 
It’s a competitive world out there and there is no substitute for experience! 
 

Adapt or die! Human history is a history of evolution. Why should the American political 
system be so different? How long are we to continue to sleep on the 200-year-old system?  


